The Russian Academy of Sciences series Pamiatniki Fo/'ldora Narodov Sibiri i Dal'nego Vostoka [Folklore Monuments of1he Peoples of Siberia and the Far East] has survived the fiscal and reorganizational ambiguities of the post-Soviet era, and is progressing well with sixteen volumes now in print. This survey covers volumes 9-16, published 1995-97. For volumes 1-8, published 1990-1994, please see Dauenhauer 1995a, 1995b, 1996a, 1996b for review articles which contain essentially the same information, but have been edited for different readerships.
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The series is a project of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Siberian Branch, Institute of Philology, and is being published by Nanka in Novosibirsk. We should appreciate at the outset that the success of the series in these difficult times is due in no small degree to the administrative skills (above and beyond their outstanding achievement as folklorists) of the general series editors and fOlDlders,A P. Derevianko (editor-in-chief), V. M. Gatsak and A B. Soktoev (assistant editors), and the other members of the editorial board It is with great sadness that I report the passing last year of our friend and colleague, the Buriat folklorist and assistant series editor, Aleksandr Badmaevich Soktoev, Director of the Folklore Department and Corresponding Member of the Academy of Sciences. For many of us, the Pamiatniki series will not only provide lasting textual monuments and documentation of the folklore genres of Siberia and the Far East, but will also serve as monuments to all the tradition bearers and folklorists whose lives and won helped make it a success. Also to be commended are the series editorial board and all those who contributed to the individual volumes; for reasons of space, I have noted only the managing editors and compilers here. Other important contributors are identified at the front of each volume, as are the many local and regional organizations and funding sources which rallied to support the series. My reviews treat the series as two sets of eight volumes each. This is the way that the volumes published so far have appeared and been distributed. Editorial remarks in the most recent volumes make it appear that the new organization of the series will be in two cycles of ten volumes each. As an overview, I will list all twenty volumes in abbreviated English translation; then make some general statistical and descriptive observations; and then turn to brief: but more detailed discussion of volumes 9-16. It is no exaggeration to say that each volume in the series is a gem. Each is different and exciting in its own unique way, with appeal to different readers; not all volumes will equally interest all readers. Eventually the projected sixty volumes will cover all languages and folklore genres of the people of Siberia and the Far East, both indigenous and colonial Volumes published and projected to date are certainly representative.
The breakdown by language is: Russian -5, Yakut -3, Buriat -2, Tuva -2, and 1 each for Evenk, Nanai, Altai, and Khakass. The breakdown by genre is: Epic -8, tales -4, lyric songs -1, miscellaneous songs, charms, spells -1, and 2 volumes featuring more than one genre. More Russian genres are forthcoming. Of the sixteen volumes, half present epic and a quarter publish folk tales of all categories or specifically magic tales. The vast majority of the material in each volume was previously unpublished.
As some of the languages other than Russian may be un:furniliar, some background might be helpful Besides Russian, the languages published and projected in the two cycles to date belong to the extensive Altaic family, and the indigenous languages represent all three branches: Mongolian, the largest Southern Tungusic ethnic group in Russia., with about 2,000 speakers. Dersu Uzala., subject of the Japanese-Soviet film by that name based on the writings ofV1adimir Arsenyev, was a Nanai hunter. Udegei, the subject of one of the forthcoming volumes, is a Southern Tungusic language spoken on the AInur River by perhaps no more than 100 people and is one of the many endangered languages of the circompolar north. Thus, the series represents not only the major ethnic populations of the region such as Russians, Buriats, yakuts, Tuvans, and others, but also the smaller groups, those desigP"ted in the Soviet period as "Northern Peoples," including the Evenk, Nanai, and Udegei.
The most widespread of the Altaic languages is the Tmkic family with seven languages in Siberia These include yakut (the new ethnonym of which is Sakba) with 230,000 speakers, Tuvan Orthodox, but local and regional. Christmas folklore includes "starring," or house to house caroling following a star, singing hymns and carols called "koliadki" or "koliady."
As a reviewer's note: the Siberian "starring" tradition was carried onward to Alaska, where it is alive and well in most Orthodox communities. The Carpathian tradition was taken to Pennsylvania.
There is also a Central European starring tradition called "Quempas" singing. Also worthy of folklore and ethnomusicology research are the Ala~1canOrthodox hymn melodies that are not mainstream Moscow chant, but seem linked with Siberia and the Carpathians. "Ai-Khuuchin" is the:first scholarly publication of one of the most important and vivid Khakass narratives featuring a woman warrior. This version is transcribed from a performance by P.
V. Kurbizbekov (1910 Kurbizbekov ( -1966 
